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Topics to Be Covered 

• Habitat Classification Refresher 

• SGCN/Habitat Linkages: Revisions  

• Updated Results: Habitats most 
important to SGCN 

• Habitat Prioritization 

• Approach to Species Range Maps 

 

 

 



NE Terrestrial Habitat Classification 



Northeast Terrestrial 
Vegetation 
Classification 
 

“Northeastern Coastal 
and Interior Pine Oak 
Forest” 

Formation (16) 
   Macrogroup (29) 
     Ecological System (73) 





Aquatic Habitat Types (10) 

Rivers and Streams 
• Large Rivers 
• Medium Rivers 
• Small Rivers 
• Headwater Streams 
• Ephemeral Streams 

Ponds & Lakes 
• Dystrophic 
• Eutrophic 
• Mesotrophic 
• Oligotrophic 
• Vernal Pool  



Linking SGCN to Habitats 



Revisions 
 Corrected differences between GIS coverage and habitat 

list provided by USFWS  

73 ‘Ecological Systems’ 
 

Forested Upland 
17 

Open Upland  
14 

Forested 
Wetland  

9 

Open Wetland 
10 

Aquatic 
10 

Ag/  
Developed 13 



Water 10.0% 

Ag/Developed 
7.1% 

Forested 
Wetland 6.7% 

Non-Forested 
Upland 6.0% 

Open Wetland  
5.4% 

Forested Upland 
70.2% 



 Distinguished ‘primary’ habitats from ‘secondary’ 

Revisions to Species/Habitat Associations 



 Defined primary as ‘limiting’ and ‘required’ habitat;  
     many but not all species have ‘primary’ habitat types 
 

 

Revisions 

Blue spotted  
salamander 

Broad winged 
 hawk 

Chimney  
swift 

 Included ‘urban/suburban’ only  
      where species are strongly            
 associated with it 

 Did not include riparian habitats for truly 
aquatic species (e.g., fish, mussels) 

Brook floater 



Upland Forest   162 SGCN  

Aquatic    62 SGCN  

FW Open Wetlands   88 SGCN  

Grasslands/Shrublands  
82 SGCN  

The Big 4:  Habitats with the most SGCN 

http://www.geoffschultz.org/2008_Sailing/Photos/ME_Acadia/imagepages/20080916_092224.php
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Edward’s hairstreak 

Black-throated blue warbler 



Considerations for Habitat Prioritization 

• Habitats with most SGCN (weighted by priority) 
 

• ‘Primary’ habitats with most SGCN  
 

• Habitats that are scarce in Maine 
 

• Habitats with most immediate stressors 
 

• Habitats lacking in conserved lands 
 

• Priorities for management (vs. acquisition) 
 

• Others? 
 
 

 
 



"Species Conservation Range" (SCR) Maps  
for the 2015 SWAP Update 

Maps created via GIS process for all 
SGCN for which sufficient 
information exists 

Spatial Inputs 

• Observations from ETSC 

• Maine GAP predicted 
distributions 

• Distributions of NETHC habitats 
associated with SGCN 

• Other data (eBIRD, MARAP, etc.) 

• Best Professional Judgment 

 



Species Conservation Range Maps: Process 

• Towns and sub-watersheds 
(HUC 12); ‘scalable’ to larger 
areas 

• % of Town/Watershed 
overlapping with each input 
data layer 

• PDF maps linked to database 

• Species experts to review 
maps  

• Serves as baseline for future 
comparison 

 



Take Home Messages 

• On an acre by acre basis, important habitats are 
waters & wetlands, grasslands and shrublands, 
alpine areas, pine barrens, and coastal features 

• Our SGCN lists and spatial data allow us to assess 
habitat priorities in a number of ways 

• The greatest number of SCGN are associated with 
upland forests 


